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INSTRUCTIONS:   
• Make sure your name and the document number are on each page. 
• Scan completed document and save it as PDF or MSWORD.   
• Send as an attachment to the Vocations Office at vocfile@diocal.org.  
• Submit one copy to the rector, vicar or clergy in charge of the Nominee’s congregation, who will 

share it with the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee. 
• Keep a copy for your files.   

 
Nominee’s Name               
 
Sponsoring Congregation, Area Ministry, or Deanery          

 
 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS 
 

Use this form (and any attached pages) to provide Local Discernment Committee (LDC) reflections and 
recommendations regarding the Nominee’s call to holy orders.  
• Each LDC may adopt its own procedure for drafting responses to the entire form and to individual questions 

within it.  The final product must reflect, and be subject to, the collective wisdom and approval of the entire 
LDC.  This does not assume or require unanimity of opinion for the entire document or for individual items 
within it.  The final document should prayerfully and sensitively reflect the diversity of discernment within 
the LDC. 

• Provide the Nominee the opportunity to read the document while it is in draft form, not to approve its 
content or recommendations, but to avoid errors of fact and for the sake of transparency.   

• The nature of ordained ministry requires exceptional stability, maturity, and discipline in one’s vocational 
call. Thus, some of the items on this form may appear highly personal.  

• As with all other documents related to vocational discernment, this form will be treated with utmost 
confidentiality.  However, a Nominee may request to see any item in her or his file at the Vocations Office. 

• Place the Nominee’s name and the document number (P6) at the top of every page submitted.  Paginate all 
accompanying pages. 

• The Vestry or Bishop’s Committee must endorse the recommendation in order for it to move forward. 
 
Be prayerful, candid, objective, fair, specific, and comprehensive in your reflections. Examples drawn from 
daily life and parish experiences with the Nominee will help provide a comprehensive picture of the Nominee’s 
sense of call and the LDC’s understanding of that call.  
 
If you have any questions on completing this form, do not hesitate to contact your assigned Deanery LDC 
leader or the Vocations Office for assistance. 
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SECTION A: NOMINEE’S RELATIONSHIP WITH CONGREGATION 
 
Describe the Nominee’s relationship with the sponsoring congregation.  
1. How long has the Nominee been an active member of the congregation?  

 
2. List and comment briefly on all the areas of ministry supervised or evaluated by the LDC. 
 
3. How does the Nominee work within groups as a leader, teacher, or participant? 
 
4. How has the Nominee demonstrated sensitivity to people of other ethnic groups and diverse life styles? 
 
5. How has the Nominee demonstrated sensitivity towards the feelings and beliefs of others?   
 
6. Is the Nominee open, accepting, forgiving, and able to embody the reconciling love of God in Christ?  
 
 

SECTION B: BAPTISMAL CALL 
 
The questions below reflect on the Baptismal Covenant as a means for exploring Christian discipleship and 
vocation.  These questions are intended to stimulate reflection and mutual discernment on the vocation of all 
Christians and on the particular qualities of ordained ministry to which God calls some people. The Baptismal 
Covenant calls everyone to a richer understanding of the ministry of all Christians, including LDC members, as 
well as the particular call of individual Nominees. 
 
Explore together the entire Baptismal liturgy (BCP, pp 298-308) in mutual discernment. For the purposes of this 
document, three statements of belief and the five commitments of the Baptismal Covenant provide profound 
theological and liturgical foundation for reflection. Provide answers on separate pages.  
 
Statements of Belief:  What is the Nominee’s understanding of these statements, and how does the Nominee 
express and live them? Be specific. 
7. I	  believe	  in	  God,	  the	  Father	  almighty,	  creator	  of	  heaven	  and	  earth.	  

	  
8. I	  believe	  in	  Jesus	  Christ,	  his	  only	  Son,	  our	  Lord.	  	  He	  was	  conceived	  by	  the	  power	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  and	  

born	  of	  the	  Virgin	  Mary.	  	  He	  suffered	  under	  Pontius	  Pilate,	  was	  crucified,	  died,	  and	  was	  buried.	  	  He	  
descended	  to	  the	  dead.	  	  On	  the	  third	  day	  he	  rose	  again.	  	  He	  ascended	  into	  heaven,	  	  and	  is	  seated	  at	  the	  
right	  hand	  of	  the	  Father.	  	  He	  will	  come	  again	  to	  judge	  the	  living	  and	  the	  dead.	  	  
	  

9. I	  believe	  in	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  the	  holy	  catholic	  Church,	  	  the	  communion	  of	  saints,	  the	  forgiveness	  of	  
sins,	  the	  resurrection	  of	  the	  body,	  	  and	  the	  life	  everlasting.	  
	  

Baptismal	  Commitments:	  	  What	  is	  the	  Nominee’s	  understanding	  of	  these	  commitments,	  and	  how	  does	  the	  
Nominee	  express	  and	  live	  those	  understandings	  individually,	  in	  the	  world,	  and	  within	  a	  worshipping	  
community?	  	  Be	  specific.	  
10. With	  God’s	  help,	  I	  will	  continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

the prayers.   
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11. With God’s help, I will persevere in resisting evil, and whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord.   
	  

12. With God’s help, I will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.   
	  

13. With God’s help, I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbor as myself.   
	  

14. With God’s help, I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being.   
	  

15. Provide any examples that illustrate the Nominee’s Baptismal ministry especially well.	  
 

 
SECTION C: CALL TO HOLY ORDERS 

 
The LDC and Nominee are encouraged to read through, and reflect on, the services of ordination to both the 
diaconate and the priesthood as an exercise in mutual discernment (BCP, pp. 525-47).  Each order is best 
understood in relation to the other.  All people who are ordained as priests will first be ordained as deacons and 
will serve in the diaconate for at least six months; priests are called to continue to fulfill their diaconal vows 
throughout their service as priests.  Therefore, fully explore both orders, even if the Nominee feels called to a 
particular order.  It is totally legitimate for the LDC to explore assertively why the Nominee’s call is a particular 
ministry, which may include a lay ministry, rather than another.  Provide answers to questions on separate 
pages. 
 
16. From the service of ordination to the diaconate: “As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy 

Scriptures, to seek nourishment from them, and to model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and 
his redemptive love known, by your word and example, to those among whom you live, and work, and 
worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world. You are to assist 
the bishop and priests in public worship and in the ministration of God's Word and Sacraments, and you are 
to carry out other duties assigned to you from time to time. At all times, your life and teaching are to show 
Christ's people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ himself.” (BCP, p. 543)    
 

17. From the service of ordination to the priesthood: “As a priest, it will be your task to proclaim by word and 
deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to fashion your life in accordance with its precepts. You are to love and 
serve the people among whom you work, caring alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. 
You are to preach, to declare God's forgiveness to penitent sinners, to pronounce God's blessing, to share in 
the administration of Holy Baptism and in the celebration of the mysteries of Christ's Body and Blood, and 
to perform the other ministrations entrusted to you.” (BCP, p. 531)  
 

18. After reading the remaining questions of the examination for both priesthood and the diaconate, share 
experiences, reflections, or insights that demonstrate how the Nominee has expressed and lived or otherwise 
demonstrated a sense of call to a particular ministry. 
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SECTION D: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

19. After prayerful and mutual discernment, the Local Discernment Committee supports the call of   
             to the following ministry. 
_____ lay ministry 
_____ ordination to holy orders as a deacon 
_____ ordination to holy orders as a priest 
 

20. Summarize the information, experiences, and discernment upon which the LDC makes this 
recommendation.  Be especially prayerful and pastoral if the recommendation is different than the 
Nominee’s initial understanding of call.   
 

21. Have any issues surfaced that raise LDC concerns for this person being placed in an ordained position?  
 

 
SECTION E: THE LOCAL DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE 

 
At what level is the LDC organized? ____ congregation  ____ area ministry   ____ deanery 
 
First meeting LDC date:      Most recent LDC meeting date:      
 
Total number of meetings with inquirer to date: _____   
 
Date this Reflection and Recommendation (Form P6) was completed:      
 
    LDC Member Name (typed/printed)     Member’s Congregation (typed/printed) 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
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