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Moratorium on Executions 
 
Resolved, That the 159th Convention of the Diocese of California opposes the death penalty and 
authorizes representatives from our communities to advocate our opposition in appropriate 
forums and activities; and 
 
Resolved, That the Convention calls upon the governor and the state legislature of California to 
adopt and enact legislation imposing a moratorium on executions as a necessary step in the 
eventual abolition of the death penalty; 
 
Resolved, That the Secretary of Convention be directed to forward a copy of this resolution to 
the governor, leaders of the legislature, and to legislators representing the area of the diocese; 
and 
 
Resolved, That the Convention urges clergy and laity to commit themselves to inform and 
educate congregations so as to strengthen efforts to abolish the death penalty. 
 
[Explanation 
 
The General Convention of the Episcopal Church voted for the abolition of capital punishment 
(the death penalty) in 1958.  Subsequent resolutions were passed at many Diocesan Conventions 
over the years.  Even so, many people still support the death penalty.  Nationwide, the general 
population is 3 to 1 in favor of capital punishment.  The mission of the church is to work for 
justice and peace, to strive for reconciliation and healing in a broken world.  Coretta King said 
that “Justice is never advanced in the taking of human life.”  E.J.Dionne, Jr., Senior fellow at the 
Brooking Institute said, “I think the religious community has played an enormous role in having 
people question their consciences about where they stand on the death penalty.”   
 
There is still much to do to achieve abolition of the death penalty. Bishops are the teachers of the 
faith and focus of the Church's unity and mission.  The ministry of priests and deacons is, in part, 
to build up the body of Christ through pastoral care and teaching. This is a plea for reaffirmation 
of the Church's opposition to the death penalty, and that it be taught to every member of our 
Church.  In our baptismal covenant, as we respect the dignity of every human being, and commit 
ourselves to strive for justice and peace among all people, we continue to decry the revenge of 
state-sanctioned homicides through capital punishment. Executive Council Resolution NAT-7, 
2001, resolved to call upon The Episcopal Church to pursue and work vigorously for a 
moratorium and the subsequent abolition of the death penalty in all states and the federal system. 
 
The current reality in American jurisprudence shows recurring circumstances of racist and class 
bias, arbitrariness, and the execution of the mentally ill and retarded.  The death penalty has been 



applied to those whose crimes were committed as a minor, as well as to people who were later 
proven innocent.  This resolution is consistent with the Church’s teaching that the use of the 
death penalty promotes disrespect for the sanctity of life.  The evidence is clear that the death 
penalty cannot be justified as a deterrent to murder, nor as a means of achieving resolution in the 
aftermath of murder.  Calling for a moratorium is a necessary step in the eventual abolition of the 
death penalty in the United States of America.  For more information, visit the Death Penalty 
Information Center at www.deathpenaltyinfo.org.   
 
Submitted by Rita A. Kresha on behalf of the  
Peace, Justice, and Integrity of Creation Commission 
 
 
 
 
 


