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ACTION ON RESOLUTION #2 – REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE 

The following resolution was placed before the convention by the Committee on Resolutions: 

Whereas, there has been an alarming growth of gun-related violence in the Bay Area; and 

Whereas, California‘s ―Open Carry‖ law that allows unloaded firearms to be carried openly 

in public places has increased the potential for such violence; 

Resolved, That the Convention urges passage of Assembly Bill 1934 or similar legislation in 

the California Legislature that would repeal California‘s ―Open Carry‖ law; and 

Resolved, That the Convention directs all congregations, schools, and diocesan institutions to 

ensure that no firearms, whether concealed or openly carried, other than weapons carried by 

law enforcement officers in the conduct of their official duties, be allowed on their premises. 

Adopted on a voice vote. 

 

CAMPS AND CONFERENCES REPORT 

Mr. Sean Swift, representing the Bishop‘s Ranch, and Ms. Katie Evenbeck, representing St. 

Dorothy‘s Rest, reported briefly on the activities of all the diocesan camps.  They noted that over 

10,000 people are served each year. 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

The President then called on Mr. Tom Poyner, chaplain to UC Berkeley, who introduced the 

Convention to a new trophy, ―The Acts‖ (looking a lot like the trophy known as ―the Axe‖), to 

be passed back and forth between Berkeley and Stanford in recognition of support of campus 

ministries. 

 

FAITH FORMATION & DISCERNMENT FOR MINISTRY 

The President introduced Ms. Julia McCray-Goldsmith and announced that she has a new 

position, joining the senior staff with responsibility for Christian Formation for all ages, with a 

particular focus on Cursillo and renewal ministries, plus oversight and coordination among youth 

ministries, camp ministries, colleges and universities chaplaincies. 

Ms. McCray-Goldsmith:  Recently I was visiting one of our congregations and somebody who 

loves our church very much, made a request during the announcements. She asked that we all put 

our ribbons back in the hymnals, because otherwise the children in the later service would braid 

them. The children will braid won‘t they? Who could blame them? My own first response to this 

announcement was to suggest that perhaps we should put yarn in all the pew racks so that the 

children could braid to their hearts content. But as I pondered the problem further it occurred to 

me that braiding is actually a profoundly spiritual discipline. My mother braided my hair when I 

was a child; beautiful, tight French braids that allowed not a strand to stray. That may account 

for why I cut my hair short, too short for braiding as soon as I could get away with it. Our 

children and our parents braid, our youth weave wristbands, our contemplative‘s knit as prayer, 

and all over the Diocese of California we are in one way or another, pulling diverse threads 


